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Wedgewood Became The Focal Point Of MY Project USA’s 
Efforts in Combatting Drugs, Gangs, and Violence! 
We Aim To Protect & Empower Both Youth & Parents In The Neighborhood 

Dear Family,  

My Project USA is a national initiative to combat drugs, gangs, violence, human trafficking, radicalization and other issues through 
social services and civic engagement. We are headquartered in Columbus and have been working in Hilltop area since 2015.  

Due to the dense population of under-served Muslim refugees and immigrants in the Wedgewood Village Apartments, we chose it 
as our pilot neighborhood from the very beginning. But last year, due to several shootings and 7 homicides involving young Somali 
Muslims in this apartment complex, it became our top priority.  I dropped every other commitment and focused on the Wedge-
wood only. By the grace of God, slowly but gradually, we are seeing the results of our hard labor. We have now been noticed by 
the authorities and media as well.  

To protect and empower little children and youth in the neighborhoods, we have collaborated with the Boy Scouts of America, 
Wedgewood Middle School, Eakin Elementary school,  Wedgewood  Management, Hilltop Library and many other organizations 
that help us in different ways. Currently, we serve about 120 kids eve-
ry week through our programs.   

Our programs provide after school homework help, educational activi-
ties, reading program, scouting meetings and youth leadership 
meetings for students grades 3rd and up. Without our programs, 
many of these children would have no place to go. We make sure that 
these kids get the food and the tutoring help that they need to thrive 
and to do well in school. We also have Parent Development Programs 
three days a week. For parent programs we provide ESL classes 
and parenting workshops.  

This is an humble report to give an idea to the community members 
and the government agencies to understand the scope and impact of 
the work we do at Wedgewood Apartments. We are proud and hum-
ble to see the great results of our hard work last year. We take pride 
in this work, because most of it has been done either by the volun-
teers or by the residents of the Hilltop/Wedgewood. All of our board 
members, including myself,  work voluntarily. Only people that are 
hired and paid by our projects are the youth and parents that we are 
trying to protect and empower through our work.  

We do not have enough words to express our gratitude to our youth, 
parents, clients, volunteers, community members, activists, communi-
ty leaders, interfaith partners, public officials, agencies, partner organ-
izations, donors, board members, trustees and all well-wishers - that 
have contributed to the tremendous success and growth of MY Pro-
ject USA.  

We encourage everyone to feel free to contact our office if they have 
any question or comments regarding this report. We highly believe in 
accountability and transparency in our work and we expect the same 
from our partners, government agencies and other organization. 

Last but not least, this journey was not possible without your gener-
ous donations. Please continue to support us so we could serving our 
under-served communities on your behalf. 

In Solidarity with Youth & Families, 

Zerqa Abid,  

 

 

Founder & Executive Director,  
MY Project USA    



MY Project USA Has Impacted My Life Forever!  
This organization gave me hope that my community can overcome hard times.  

By Samira Mohamud, 
Wedgewood Resident & Field Coordinator, MY Project USA  

 

In 2017, there were 7 homicides and 17 shootings in my neighborhood, Wedgewood Village Apartments on the Westside of Colum-
bus. Two people were murdered right in front of my building. Being a teenager and a sister of eleven siblings, I was so mortified, 
but Sr. Zerqa Abid and MY Project USA's team has kept me grounded and gave me hope that my community can overcome the hard 
times. They have taught me how to organize my community against crimes and how to uplift my neighborhood. MY Project USA has 
impacted my life forever! 

Two years ago, I started a reading program with the help of my highschool friends. We knew the difficulties children face in our 
neighborhood. We wanted a safe place for the children to go after school because most of them would be locked out of their 
homes. Instead of being on the streets and in connection with the gang members, we made sure the Reading Warrior program 
would be a fun and safe place for them. We worked hard to help younger students with their homework and to increase the read-
ing levels. It was great, but it was not enough to save all children in the neighborhood and to stop the crimes . We needed more 
help. We couldn't continue as volunteers forever. We had to start making some money to support our families and our education 
too. 

That's where Sr. Zerqa stepped in.  She took me and my friends un-
der her wings. She appreciated our services, supported our Reading 
Program, and encouraged us to think outside the box. She empow-
ered us with the leadership trainings and programs. She created 
safe spaces for us to vent our frustrations and brainstorm our ideas 
to do better. She would provide us with the support and resources 
needed to implement those ideas. She also created job opportuni-
ties for all of us. She would raise money and would pitch in from her 
own pocket to pay our salaries and stipends. She convinced Colum-
bus City Council to help us through Boy Scouts Program. 

Now, I work at MY Project USA as a Field Coordinator and a Program 
Leader to help people in my neighborhood get involved in the 
great initiative and to participate in everything MY Project USA pro-
vides. I worked alongside incredible young leaders and youth men-
tors who have encouraged me to do absolutely great things to help 
my community. There has been such a major impact on my commu-
nity.  

We have formed three youth-led committees in the neighborhood.These committees are aiming to keep youth away from drugs 
and gangs, help reduce the highschool drop-out rates and to improve the living situation of buildings through education and regular 
resident driven clean-ups.  I lead the "Clean and Drug Free Building Initiative" and it is a learning and an empowering experience. 
Last but not least, MY Project USA has brought Columbus City Councilmembers, Columbus Police Division and many other influen-
tial people directly in touch with us the residents of Wedgewood. We got the direct support and guidance of Councilman Michael 
Stinziano, Councilwoman Elizabeth Brown, Commander Scott Hyland and many others because of MY Project USA. They have all 
impacted my life. Our lives. 
I am so grateful to be a part of such an outstanding team and even more happy that I will continue to give back with MY Project 

USA. We will continue to encour-
age and motivate more children in 
my neighborhood. We are very 
hopeful of what the future has in 
store for us because we know 
Wedgewood will  be-
come something great very soon 
with God and MY Project USA by 
it's side. I want to thank all of you 
for your support and for car-
ing enough to invest in the Wedge-
wood youth and families. 



MY Project USA’s 2017 Fiscal Report 

$145,923.85 Spent To Protect & Empower Wedgewood Youth & Families in 2017 

Here is a quick glimpse in our 2017 fiscal report. We take pride in the fact that most of our work has been done either by the vol-
unteers or by the residents of the Hilltop/Wedgewood. All of our board members, including Zerqa Abid, work voluntarily. Only 
people that are hired and paid by our projects are the youth and parents that we are trying to protect and empower through our 
work. We were able to support 25 individuals on our payroll as full-time or part-time employees or youth on stipends.  We are 
humbled to be able to support 25 households by creating employment opportunities for them.  

Our Founder and Executive Direc-
tor Zerqa Abid works voluntarily. 
She and her family is a major do-
nor of the organization. She has 
also done hundred of thousands 
of dollars worth of work for the 
organization for free. She  has 
been working 60-70 hours a week 
for the last two years. Because of 
her, our expenses are very low in 
admin, Parent Development and 
other social services area.  

Our Family Pantry team also 
works as volunteers. These col-
lege students give 5-6 hours eve-
ry week to serve more than 100 
families on Saturday mornings.  

Our Field Coordinator, Samira 
Mohamud, also give 10-20 hours 
as volunteers every month. All 
Wedgewood youth give several 
hours every week as volunteers. 
They only receive stipends for 
their time in the Boy Scouts Pro-
gram.  

We are grateful to the Columbus 
City Council for their support 
through the grant to the Boy 
Scouts of America. We are also 
grateful to the United Way of 
Central Ohio for a small grant we 
received from them for Parents 
Education.  

The main contributors are our 
community members. Muslim 
Community members have been 
very generous to support this 
cause. We also have several non-
Muslim friends and churches that 
have supported us by different 
means. We appreciate all of 
them. Together, we have made a 
difference last year. We hope 
more people would join us this 
year.  



2018 GOALS & BUDGET 

In 2017, we were able to improve our sys-
tem to take care of the basic/short-term 
needs, food, clothing, urgent help with rent, 
bills, etc., and we started providing long-
term solutions through education, trainings 
and employments. We served more than 
30,000 clients last year.  

In 2018, we would like to sustain what we 
have grown in 2017, but we would like to 
invest more in program sides and increasing 
our human capacity  in the workforce. We 
aim to have more people empowered within 
our target communities. Our main focus 
program wise would be on these programs:  

Highschool Education Committee to  help 
them graduate on time and  to help them 
address any issues at their school . This 
committee will also keep youth away from 
drugs and gangs. 

Youth Leaders      Development to  foster 
these youth as the leaders, mentors, coun-
selors and big brother, big sisters of their 
own community.  

Resident  Council Training & Development 
to help refugee and less– informed resi-
dents understand their rights and responsi-
bilities, so they could help foster a healthy 
and safe environment for their families. This 
council would also help address the crimes 
in the neighborhood as well.  

Parent Education to empower refugee and 

less-informed parents with the skills and 
knowledge that could help them raise their 
children as healthy and productive American 
citizens.  

MY Deah’s Warehouse to become a self 
sufficient organization by 2020. We are fol-
lowing the model of Goodwill Stores. Dona-
tions collected from the community are giv-
en to the needy community members or are 
being sold to help empower the community 
members through other services.  

Your Money Could 
Go a Long Way!  
Please DONATE Generously 

ONLINE:  MYProjectUSA.org 

MAIL:  Write Your Check to “MY Pro-
ject USA” & Mail it to this address:  

MY Project USA 
PO Box 1311,  
Hilliard, OH 43026 
 

Visit Us At MY Deah’s  
3036, Sullivant Ave.,  
Columbus 43204 
 

More Info:  
Info@MYProjectUSA.org  
614-905-0977 

Our Social Services Priorities  

Capacity Building Goals  
Category 2017 2018 

Wedgewood Youth Leaders  15 25 

Wedgewood Resident Leaders 0 10 

Soccer Team (s) 1 3 

Employees & Interns 25 40 

Children/Youth in Programs 125 250 

2018 Civic Engagement Focus Areas  
This year, we will partner with  many organizations to work with 
mainstream communities focusing on the following areas.  

 Voter Registration & Turning Out Vote in Elections 

 Immigration Rights & Sanctuary Movement 

 Gun Safety  & Prevention of Gun Violence 

 Environment Protection  with special Focus on Clean Water 
Preservation in Columbus 

 Women Empowerment with special Focus on  

 Domestic Violence 

 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

 Under-Age Marriages 

 Sex Trafficking 

We are looking for youth leaders to take lead in this initiatives. We 
will provide them training and support they might need.  


